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Local Government Special Needs Housing Program (“SNHP”) 
SNHP Application Process 

 
An CalHFA application for SNHP funding begins with a Developer applying for SNHP financing 
directly through a local mental health agency (“MHA”) that has advertised the availability of 
SNHP financing for the development of permanent supportive housing for the mentally-ill who 
are homeless, or at risk of homelessness.  Please check with the MHA regarding their SNHP 
application process and deadlines.  MHA’s may accept an emailed copy (and/or hard copy) of 
CalHFA’s Universal Application and required Attachments (A, A-1, B, & B-1) as part of their 
submittal requirements.     NOTE:  Before applying for SNHP financing you should be aware that 
rents for MHA clients are restricted to a maximum of 30% of 30% of Area Median Income (non-
negotiable).  The MHA typically requires that these rents be further subsidized by a commitment 
of Project-Based subsidies or they may offer to fund all, or a portion of a Capitalized Operating 
Subsidy Reserve funds to ensure MHA clients only pay 30% of their household income for rent 
and utilities for at least the first 17-20 years of Project operations.     
 
Following a commitment of SNHP financing by the MHA, the Developer obtains the following 
items from the MHA prior to submitting an application for SNHP financing to CalHFA:  

1)  Sign the SNHP Application Attachment A; and 
2) Provide their approved draft of the Project’s Supportive Service Plan (“SSP”) as 

Attachment A-1; and 
3) Co-sign the SNHP Developer’s Certification,  Attachment B-1 which approves the SNHP 

regulated unit mix and any MHSA client occupancy preferences or restrictions that limit 
occupancy to other than standard MHA approved classes (individuals/adults, seniors, 
or transition age youth).   

 
Applying to CalHFA:  The Developer should email the Universal Application, a financial proforma 
for the proposed Project, signed Attachments A, B, & B-1, with the draft SSP as Attachment A-1 to 
the following individuals by the SNHP Application Deadline posted on the SNHP Welcome page at 
http://www.calhfa.ca.gov/multifamily/snhp/index.htm   
 
Michelle Geil – Loan Administrator:    mgeil@calhfa.ca.gov 
Matt Mielewski – Lead SNHP Officer:   mmielewski@calhfa.ca.gov   
 
Once the SNHP Application and Attachments are submitted to CalHFA a “team” will be assigned 
to underwrite your proposal.  This “team” typically consists of a Loan Administrator, Loan 
Specialist and Loan Officer.  The Loan Administrator will email you instructions about how to 
electronically submit the required SNHP Application Checklist Items via CalHFA’s SecureSend 
process, and where to mail the $2,500 SNHP non-refundable SNHP Application Fee payment.   
 
When emailing subsequent application or loan closing information, please include the name of 
the Project along with the name of the document being sent and send it to the entire CalHFA 
team.  Updates to the Project’s financial proforma only needs to be sent to the Loan Officer and 
Loan Specialist.    
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